
Die Syphilis des Zentralnervensystems: ihre Ursachen und
Behandlung. Von Professor Dr. Wilhelm Gennerich. Paper. Price,
56 marks. Pp. 265, with 4 illustrations. Berlin: Julius Springer, 1921.
This monograph is considerably smaller than the well\x=req-\

known book of Nonne on "Syphilis and the Nervous System,"
but it is a more complete work on the treatment of neuro-
syphilis, to which 160 pages are devoted. It is based on the
detailed study of 8,000 cases observed during a period of twelve
years. The chief aims of the author are: To make clear the
manner in which syphilis first attacks the nervous system; to
show how specific treatment promptly and properly applied may
save the patient from permanent involvement of the central
nervous system and under other conditions actually favor
and further the development of "metasyphilitic" affections,
and finally, to give detailed directions for treatment at all
stages. He believes that many untreated patients later develop
tertiary syphilis of some organ, while early treatment, not
repeated in time or to sufficient extent, favors localization of
the disease in the more inaccessible meninges, with subsequent
development of metasyphilitic disease. It is, therefore, all
important to be on guard and treat promptly the early and
latent meningeal involvement, and if this is done he is con¬
fident that further syphilitic disease of the central nervous
system can be avoided. The author is a firm believer in
intraspinal arsphenamin treatment, for the development of
which he gives credit to Wechselmann and Swift and Ellis
without mentioning the equally early work of Marinesco and
Ravaut. Gennerich's own method consists of the intraspinal
injection of arsphenamin sodium dissolved in a small amount
of 0.4 per cent, salt solution and mixed with 50 or 60 c.c. of
the patient's spinal fluid. He considers the removal of such
a large amount of fluid devoid of danger, as it is immediately
reinjected. In ordinary meningeal or cerebral syphilis and
in general paresis the dose is generally between 1 and 2 mg.,
while in tabes or myelitis only from 0.5 to 0.7 mg. is given.
The smaller dose is especially advisable when the sphincters
are disturbed. Intravenous arsphenamin treatment is also
recommended, but mainly as supplementary to the more effi¬
cient intraspinal one. The author does not claim to cure
general paresis, but remissions of long duration were pro¬
duced in a great many cases. The chief value of intraspinal
therapy is said to be in the early stages of meningeal involve¬
ment when, according to the author, it alone will check fur¬
ther development of the disease. Altogether, this work is
an important contribution to the therapeutics of neurosyphilis,
and it deserves careful and unprejudiced study by all who
desire to be up to date in this subject.
Types of Mental Defectives. By Martin W. Barr, M.D., Chief

Physician, Pennsylvania Training School for Feeble-Minded Children,Elwyn, Pa., and E. F. Maloney, A.B., Professor of English, Girard
College. Cloth. Price, $3 net. Pp. 175, with 188 illustrations. Phila-
delphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co., 1920.

This is a useful book for teachers, students and prac-
titioners. The combination of the portraits and case histories
gives a quickly acquired and vivid idea of the types dealt
with. It is too bad that some of the portraits are not better.
There are a. few fairly long histories; these naturally are of
the higher, more complex types: the high grade imbeciles,
idiot savants, etc. The other histories are short; but, wasting
no words, cover most of the salient details. The point of
view of the authors shows the influence of the newer, more
flexible ideas of psychiatry. For example, in speaking of
the idio-imbeciles, the gaining of some satisfaction from their
work is held responsible for preventing them from lapsing
into idiocy. On the other hand, one or two statements, if
taken literally, seem rather misleading: "became insane from
masturbation"; "difficulty in cutting her teeth and paralysis
ensued." A sidelight is thrown on the concept of dementia
praecox in the chapter of that heading in which are described
cases of insanity developing in the feebleminded characterized
chiefly by attacks of more or less prolonged emotional out¬
bursts. These suggest the emotional outbursts of adolescent
children, and perusal of the chapter suggests that they are
much more common in so-called cases of dementia praecox

developing in the feebleminded than they are in more nor¬
mally evolved individuals. The chapters on epileptics, micro¬
cephalies, Mongolians, in fact in all types with very marked
physical maldevelopments, indicate the gloomy prognosis, the
unresponsiveness of these unfortunates. The improvement
consequent to careful training of the idiot savant class shows
the influence of egoistic satisfaction on the general life of the
individual, even though complete development and evolution
are impossible. These patients seem to lead contented lives
with a minimum of shelter. However, when too much stress
is put upon them they retreat into themselves and show their
best side only after returning to the shelter of the institution
life.
Leitfaden der Elektrodiagnostik und Elektrotherapie f\l=u"\r

Praktiker und Studierende. Von Prof. Dr. Toby Cohn. Sixth edi-
tion. Paper. Price, 30 marks. Pp. 226, with 72 illustrations. Berlin:
S. Karger.
This edition of Toby Cohn's handy volume on electrodiag-

nosis and electrotherapy seems to have undergone slight
changes; nevertheless, the author has thoroughly revised his
work, paying attention to details and leaving the general
arrangement of the book as before. A feature of the work
which commends it to the physician is the insertion of plates
with colored tissue paper prints on which are indicated in red
the motor and nerve points used in electrical testing and in
treatment. It is this feature which makes the book almost
indispensible to one who makes use of electricity as a means
of diagnosis and treatment. The author is further to be com-
mended for the manner in which he introduces his reader to
the various electrical apparatus and their uses, assumingnothing for granted on the part of the reader. The subject
of electrodiagnosis, especially the reaction of degeneration\p=m-\
a bugbear to most practitioners\p=m-\isexplained in an easy and
intelligible style; and finally, electrotherapeutics is given con¬
servative and dignified consideration. Of the several books
on the subject of medical electricity, this one has the out¬
standing merit of being complete, concise and eminentlypractical.
The Shibboleths of Tuberculosis. By Marcus Paterson, M.D.,

Medical Superintendent, Metropolitan Asylum Board, Colindale Hospital.
Cloth. Price, $5 net. Pp. 239. New York: E. P. Dutton and Company,1920.
A shibboleth, according to the Encyclopedia Britannica, is

a catch phrase or cry to which the members of a party adhere
after any significance or meaning which it may have imparted
has disappeared. Dr. Paterson, who conducts a large insti-
tution for the treatment of tuberculosis in Great Britain, lists
forty-nine shibboleths relating to tuberculosis, and analyzes
them in such a way as to point out their erroneous and mis-
leading character. He is a firm believer in the treatment of
tuberculosis by autoinoculation induced through graduated
labor: he does not believe in the rest treatment. Among some
of the shibboleths which he destroys are that persons who
have tuberculosis should not marry; that clubbing of the
fingers is a sign of tuberculosis; that you can detect active
tuberculosis by means of roentgen rays, and that farm
colonies are necessary for the after-care of tuberculous per-
sons. Dr. Paterson's method of presentation is vigorous and
stimulating, and his book should interest all who are inter¬
ested in the treatment of this disease.
Taschenbuch der Knochen- und Gelenktuberkulose (Chirur-

gische Tuberkulose) mit Einem Anhang: Die Tuberkulose des
Ohrs, des Auges und der Haut. Ein Leitfaden f\l=u"\rden Praktischen
Arzt. Von Dr. H. Schwermann, Facharzt f\l=u"\rTuberkulose, Oberarzt am
Sanatorium Schwarzwaldheim Sch\l=o"\mberg-Neuenb\l=u"\rg.Paper. Price,15 marks. Pp. 150, with illustrations. Leipsic: Curt Kabitzsch, 1920.

This little volume is a laudable attempt to present to the
general practitioner a guide to the early recognition of sur-
gical tuberculoses, at the time when treatment is most effec-
tive. It is a book for refreshing one's knowledge on this
subject, although not introducing anything new. The general
part takes up the pathology, roentgen diagnosis, specific diag-
nosis, bacteriology, therapy and prognosis, and the special
part the various bones and joints as they are severally
affected. The part on diagnosis is most valuable to the prac-
titioner. The special treatment advised, while not appealing
to the specialist, is yet too complicated and too important for
the practitioner to undertake safely.
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